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Within these pages, you’ll find an abundance of helpful hardwood flooring 

design tips to help you decorate your home like a pro. From helpful style 

hints and color ideas, to hardwood care tips and simple suggestions for 

decorating on a dime, this hardwood companion is a must read for anyone 

interested in tackling an interior design project.

So what do you say? 
Ready for your first tip?



YOUR CHOICE OF INTERIOR DECORATION SAYS AS MUCH

about who you are as the clothes you wear or the magazines you 

read. That’s why it’s important to thoroughly research the wide range 

of décor options that exist in today’s fashionable marketplace. When 

it comes to selecting that perfect line of hardwood flooring, Anderson 

provides a vast range of styles, colors and species so that you’re sure 

to find the hardwood floor that sets the mood you’re trying to create.

3 simple yet elegant styles

Cimarron, Red Oak, Bay

Windswept, White Oak, SummerStormDellamano, Hickory, Frangelico



Contemporary designs usually have a motif. Whether its clean lines, 

bold colors or interiors designed to accent sculptures or other works 

of art, contemporary cosmopolitan designs are exciting and fresh. 

With an emphasis on shape, form and function, this simplistic style 

utilizes negative space, the area around an object, to bring out a 

room’s natural architecture and decorative elements. Think uncluttered 

living space with lots of area to roam. Think neutral or bold colors with 

furniture built focusing on smooth lines and textural appeal. Anderson’s 

Cimarron line of flooring offers smooth, sturdy features creating the 

perfect complement to the form and function of rooms in this popular 

genre of décor.

cosmopolitan contemporary1

Cimarron, Hickory, Sorrel



In general, rooms that are decorated country 

casual are warm and inviting offering simple 

details, soothing horizontal lines, comfy 

furniture and neutral to rich colored, multi-

textured hardwood floors. When you think 

country casual think cottage decor, shabby 

chic and ethnic stylings. From the iron and 

wooden light fixtures to the over-sized, 

designed-for-comfort sofas and chairs, 

Country Casual offers up a sturdy, 

unpretentious look with a focus on total 

relaxation. Think rich, hand-hewn floors like 

those found in Anderson’s Dellamano or 

Appalachian’s Vineyard collections. These

rustic, hand-scraped floors breathe 

individuality and life into any room. If you 

love the soft glow of the finest hardwoods, 

or the majestic contours of gently beveled 

planks, Anderson’s hand-carved collection 

creates the perfect accent to farmhouse 

antiques or the soft curves of loosely 

woven, textured furniture. This line of 

flooring is at home in a variety of settings. 

From sun warmed nooks, to whimsically 

decorated sitting rooms, Anderson’s 

Dellamano and Virginia Vintage floor 

designs are perfect for those seeking that 

Casual Country look and feel.

COUNTRY CASUAL

Dellamano, Hickory, Biscotti Piazza, Maple, Morning Coffee



Traditionally styled interiors are focused on 

classic comfort with little room for anything 

wild or unpredictable. Traditional living 

spaces are less grand than formal 

decoration often using less costly 

reproductions and accessories, but this 

beautifully simplistic style endures as a 

perennial favorite generation after 

generation. When you think about traditional 

decor, think wood furniture with gentle curves 

accented by understated fabrics with floral

designs, muted plaids, soft stripes and other 

comfortable looks. There are arrays of 

tasteful flooring ideas that complement 

traditional decoration, like Anderson’s 

beautiful Roane Mountain Time-Worn and 

Virginia Vintage hand-scraped hardwood 

floors. These distinctive floors offer 

burnished, warm patinas and delicate 

textures smoothed by centuries of life. And 

the hand-scraped details offer the perfect 

complement to any room, especially those 

designed with a focus on tradition.

Traditional Elegance
Vintage, Hickory, Smokehouse



   Balance of power—The right balance 

of colors, textures and shapes can make 

all the difference when designing the perfect 

room. Make sure to include both lights and 

darks, big and small pieces of furniture and 

collectibles, and soft and textured fabrics 

and patterns. Balance your design and 

achieve decorative harmony.

   Go with what you got—Get together 

your favorite things and design a brand new 

space somewhere in your home. You’ll be 

amazed what a little redesign project can 

do to brighten up any living space.

   Show off the best qualities—

If you decide to use a bold color as a 

foundation, be sure to utilize equally bold 

textures, patterns and furniture 

arrangements to match the power of your 

color palette.

IF YOU ARE THINKING OF REDECORATING a room, take a look at 

these seven simple principles of decorating before you take on the project.

The simple 7

Piazza, Walnut, Warming Wind

Time-Worn, Hickory, Mandolin Spring



   Try a quickie for confidence—

It can be overwhelming taking on a redesign 

project of an entire important room. So why 

not take a few baby steps first? Once you 

realize you can handle a small project 

successfully , you’ll be ready to tackle the 

larger projects in no time. 

   Look to the past—Try making a 

comfortable living space using second hand 

items and mismatch pieces from other 

rooms in the house. Many of Anderson’s 

vintage or hand-scraped floors provide the 

perfect backdrop for a room designed with 

antiques or collectibles creating a rustic or 

cottage environment.

   Don’t be too vanilla—It may seem 

like a safe bet to place neutral colors 

throughout your home. But sometimes going 

too bland can be just as bad as too bold. 

Liven up your living space with a new wall 

color and some exciting window treatments. 

Or maybe warm up that room with a deep, 

richly toned hardwood floor.

   Be yourself—No matter what, go with 

the designs that best reflect your tastes. 

Remember, when it’s all said and done, 

you’re the one that has to live with the 

decorations you choose. So go ahead. 

Express yourself.
Vineyard, Maple, Chablis

Vineyard, Maple, Madera



   TAKE A LITTLE TRIP

Take a quick jaunt to any local furniture 

showroom to check out the latest styles and 

trends. But don’t forget to take a scrap of 

the hardwood floor you’ll be installing with 

you for color matching and comparison. Be 

sure to make a list of the furniture pieces 

that strike you. Maybe it’s something warm. 

Maybe it’s something bold. Regardless of 

your tastes, once you have an idea of what 

you’re looking for, you’ll be able to know a 

good deal when you see one.

   HIT THE THRIFT SHOPS

Second hand stores are excellent places 

to find great deals on antique furniture. Keep 

an eye on the local classifieds too. Often 

times, people will get rid of their old furniture 

for next to nothing. And don’t worry about 

the condition of the pieces you find. You’ll 

be amazed at what a coat of paint or a 

slipcover can do.

Interior decorating can be an overwhelming and expensive undertaking, but it 

doesn’t have to be that way. With a little patience, a little planning and a lot of 

creativity, you can design the room of your dreams. Just take a look at some of 

our bargain busting tips.

your livin’ space5easy ways to liven up

Shenandoah, Hickory, Mountain Lullabye



   MAKE YOUR OWN MASTERPIECE

Take a few classes in photography or 

painting. Pick up that pen and do some ink 

drawings. Before you know it, you’ll have 

your own art to hang all over your home. A 

nice frame can do wonders for black and 

white photos or simple paintings and 

drawings. Another idea is to frame poster 

prints from your favorite artists. Or even 

calendar pages can be framed and hung to 

add life to a room. Let your imagination run 

wild, and before you know it, you’ll be on 

your way to having a unique, inexpensive 

display of colorful art.

   TRY A NEW COAT

Painting is one of the most inexpensive 

ways to change the look and feel of an 

existing room. Take a chance on a bold 

color, or try something totally unexpected. 

You’ll be amazed how a new color scheme 

can transform the mood of a room. If you 

have trim, try using complements. Or be 

unpredictable. Remember, if you don’t like 

how it looks, all you have to do is try another 

color.

   READ

It never hurts to browse the latest 

magazines. Clip out designs and ideas you 

like and save them for future reference. The 

more styles you see, the more you’ll know 

about your own personal preferences and 

tastes.

It takes time to decorate on a dime 

so be patient, be thorough and be 

ready for anything. You never know 

where a deal will turn up. And don’t 

forget to tap into your creative side 

for an inexpensive way to add color 

and individuality to any setting. 

Good luck!

Vintage, Walnut, Trace



Choose a heavy grain like oak or hickory 
or elm to add emphasis in casual interiors. 

The clean, concise look of a lighter grain 	
(maple or some of the exotic species) can 
lend delicate 	sophistication to the bold 
colors and lines of many modern or 
contemporary interiors.

Setting the Tone
Lighter wood tones fit quite well with the 	
simplistic decorating styles of casual 		
interiors. The neutral lighter tones also 		
blend well with minimalist modern 
decoration, but should be avoided altogether 
for traditional or formal settings. 

Deep, dark tones like walnut are more 
flexible than lighter tones. Casual, modern 
and traditional styles all work well with rich, 
warm hues as a backdrop. 

Mid-range tones can blend nicely with 		
virtually any décor. Country Casual usually	
fairs best.

THERE ARE SEVERAL THINGS TO KEEP 

in mind when adding a hardwood floor to 

a room that has already been decorated. 

Choosing the right wood tone and grain 

texture can make all the difference whether 

your style is traditional, modern or casual. 

Take a look at these 5 quick tips.

Time-Worn, Maple, Evening Light



10 Tips on Details

   For a sleek, contemporary look and feel, 

try a smooth, neutral-colored hardwood floor 

to accent white and black color 

combinations.

   Getting that rustic look is as simple as 

building off the foundation of an Anderson 

Virginia Vintage hand-scraped hardwood 

floor, then matching fabrics with reds or 

other dark colors.

    Want an inviting and homey look? Capture 

the warm comfort of Dellanano’s wide 

planked, hand-hewn boards by utilizing 

neutral or soft color palettes.

   If traditional is more your style, the deep, 

rich tones of Time Worn hardwood floors 

make the perfect complement to dark, 

intricately carved antique wood furniture.

   For rooms with lots of natural light, the 

weathered look of Anderson’s Desert 

Hickory wide-plank hardwood floors helps 

creates a warm, soothing atmosphere.

Vintage, Pine, Bourbon

Mountain Hickory, Natural

Desert Oak, Tumbleweed



   If you’re looking for something a bit 

different, check out Appalachian’s 

Magellan line of exotoic hardwood flooring 

with rich hues and unique wood species. 

Goes great with multi-colored, deep tone 

patterns and textured fabrics.

   If you’re looking for something beautiful 

but tough enough to take constant stress 

in high-traffic areas, Anderson’s Freedom 

Hardwood Floors look great with almost 

any contemporary or casual décor.

   Go for the natural look. Try a hardwood 

floor that accentuates each plank’s grain 

patterns, knots and beauty marks. Throw 

in lots of textured fabrics and darkly colored 

furniture to create a rich, relaxing 

environment.

   Create a comfy look and feel anywhere. 

Just start with a lighter colored hardwood 

floor and lots of rich colors and fabrics. 

Go with wood on the walls to really get 

that cozy cabin feeling.

   If your tastes lean towards the formal 

side of decoration, try a deep toned, wide 

plank hardwood floor to provide a perfect 

backdrop for finely detailed, dark toned 

antiques.

Patagonian Rosewood, Natural

Vintage, Hickory, Flintlock

Vintage, Maple, Carriage



Decorating the interior of your home can 

be a daunting task. There are color 

schemes, fabrics, furniture and flooring 

styles, colors and designs to think about. 

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the 

magnitude and volume of the decisions that 

must be made in order to successfully create 

the interior of your dreams. Instead of first 

poring over the fine points, many designers 

recommend starting with a broad stroke 

then filling in the details with the final 

components of your design. This does not 

mean ignoring the smaller decisions 

altogether. It simply means choosing a 

particular style or motif to adhere to before 

you begin the interior decorating process.

Since a beautifully constructed hardwood 

floor can do wonders for setting the overall 

tone of a room, many interior designers 

recommend focusing on a species, grain 

and color of hardwood flooring as a 

foundation to direct the room’s color 

schemes and styles.  

  Once you’ve made this critical decision, 

the rest of the decorating tends to come 

naturally.

Decorating Dos and Don’ts

Sierra, White Oak, Skillet Shenandoah, Red Oak, Fiddler’s Run



There are other things to keep in 
mind as you start the design 
process. 

   Stick to your color scheme. Once you’ve 

picked your floor, be sure to have a scrap 

of it handy when choosing additional fabrics, 

wood furniture and paint. Simply bringing 

along a small piece of your flooring can save 

you numerous headaches as you choose 

the remaining design elements.

   Do not cram. Negative space is one of 

the most effective principles of design to 

utilize when decorating a room. Often times, 

too much furniture and collectibles can make 

a room feel cluttered or chaotic. So don’t be 

afraid to let your room breathe. 

   Be precise. Always check and recheck 

measurements before running off to buy 

window coverings, furniture and area rugs. 

   Buy wisely. It makes sense to search for 

bargains, but don’t sacrifice a room’s feel 

just to save money on discount items. Interior 

design is an investment just like the purchase 

of the home itself.

   Clip and save images of things you like 

from magazines. Take them into your retailer 

to help you communicate your design ideas.

These are just a few tips and strategies to 

take the stress out of the decision-making 

process. With careful planning, thoughtful 

selection and a good foundation you’ll be 

on your way to designing the room of your 

dreams.

Vineyard, Oak, Estate



   Installation Tip

Pattern plays a role in creating a focal point 

in a room. Consider how planks running 

toward a fireplace hearth would help lead 

your guest's eyes in that direction. Pattern 

contributes to other design needs such as 

making a large room feel smaller and more 

cozy simply by using wide planks. Diagonal 

plank patterns work well as problem-solvers 

when walls are not running parallel or are 

out of square.

7 Tips on Installation

Dellamano, Hickory, Frangelico Magellan, Copa, Cora

Sierra, White Oak, Redstone



   Installation Tip	
Always leave a 1/2”–3/4” gap between the 

flooring and the walls of the room to allow 

for expansion due to hot, cold and settling. 

   Installation Tip
A common recommendation is to keep the 

end joints between six inches and two feet 

apart on adjacent rows of boards. 

   Installation Tip
If installing the same hardwood floor 

throughout several connecting rooms, you 

can flow the planks through adjoining 

doorways, or you can add decorative or 

ornamental pieces in the entryways to add 

a touch of style.

   Installation Tip
Blending cartons - To achieve a uniform 

appearance across the entire floor, we highly 

recommend that you open and work from 

several cartons at a time and dry-lay the 

flooring, mixing the planks from several 

cartons. This will allow you to blend the 

planks for maximum aesthetic appearance. 

Make certain the room is well lit to ensure 

color is consistent and that any visual defects 

can be seen and removed.

7 Tips on Installation

   Installation Tip
Carefully draw a line parallel 3-6” out from 

the wall where you will begin the install. 

This will help you correctly line up those 

critical first one or two rows of planks.

   Installation Tip	
If needed use a tapping block to help engage 

the boards together until the tongue-and-

groove is flush and tight and no gaps are 

present between adjacent planks. NOTE: 

Never use a rubber mallet or hammer 

directly on the flooring to engage the tongue-

and-groove. This can damage the flooring 

and/or finish.

Vintage, Hickory, Sorgum



Should I wax? Can I mop? How do you care 

for a hardwood floor without destroying it in 

the process?

   Know your finish. One of the keys to proper 

hardwood flooring care is to know how they 

were finished. Because it’s the finish, not 

the wood type that ultimately determines 

how you should clean your floors. 

   Typically, hardwood floors are sealed with 

some type of urethane.These types of 

surface sealed floors are both water and 

stain resistant making them the easiest 

hardwood floors to care for. All that‚s required 

is a little sweeping or vacuuming. NOTE: 

The vacuum head must be a brush or felt 

type. Be certain the wheels of the vacuum 

are clean and do not damage the finish.

DO NOT USE A VACUUM  WITH A BEATER 

BAR HEAD. 

   Oil treated floors are also common but 

require a different care technique. These 

types of finishes are created by oils that 

penetrate deep into the wood and then 

harden, so it’s imperative that oil finished 

floors be cared for with liquid paste or wax 

only.

   Varnished floors should be cared for in 

much the same way you would care for an 

oil treated floor. Since lacquers and shellacs 

are not as resistant to water and stains as 

urethane treated floors, varnished floors 

also require waxing to protect them. 

   So how do you know what type of finish 

your floor has? The answer is right at your 

fingertips. Simply, glide your finger over the 

finish of one of your floors planks. If a 

smudge appears, then your floor was initially 

varnished, oil-treated, lacquered or 

shellacked then waxed. If no smudge is 

visible, then your floor is surface sealed.

A Fast 5 on Protecting 
Your Floor

Windswept, White Oak, Whispering Wind



   Wipe up spills immediately. 
If left standing, beverages and other liquids 

can wreak havoc on a floor’s finish. Remove 

spills promptly using a soft cloth and 

recommended cleaning products. NEVER 

wet-mop, damp-mop, or flood your floor 

with water or other products. This can 

severely damage the flooring and will void 

the warranties. The use of Dry Swiffer® by 

Proctor & Gamble, or other similar product, 

is highly recommended. Do not use 

hardwood floor cleaning machines.

     Never wax a urethane floor.
 Wax can dull a urethane finish by adding 

a sticky film to the top coating.

     Always use furniture pads. 
They prevent denting or marking when 

furniture is going to be moved. It also 

makes sense to place chair glides on the 

legs of your furniture to prevent 

indentations.

    Vacuum regularly. 
Dirt and other small particles can wear 

away a finish if left for long periods of time. 

Vacuum your floor with a soft bristle brush 

from time to time to keep a floor’s finish 

looking great.

Here’s Four simple tips for keeping
your hardwood floor looking great.

Keep it looking great

Magellan, Copa, Cuervo



All hardwood floors represented in this book are products of:

PO Box 1155 • Clinton, SC 29325 • Phone: 864.833.6250 • Fax: 864.833.6664 • www.andersonfloors.com


